
Quintessential Australian living; an ode to the 

landscape. 
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There’s something to be said about the variety that is the Australian landscape. 

Based on your location, you could be surrounded by the greenery of a rainforest, or 

you may be sinking into the hot desert sand that makes up some much of rural 

Australia. But, there is something to be said about the Australian countryside, where 

the severity of the heat, and the chill of the winter, all come into play.  

 

 

A two-hour-drive from Melbourne, is a town called Murchison. It’s home to 1,047 

people, and is a pit stop for those travelling through to Shepparton, or even Bendigo. 

Its terrain is as flat as they come. The horizons run long and straight, whilst paddocks, 

and their resident livestock, make up most of the scenery.  

 

 

A kilometre away from the central 

township is a house that stands within a 

paddock, alongside a water tower and a 

sheering shed. This Victorian-era house 

was once home to the Hammond family. 

But, now it’s home to interior designer, 

Julie Ellery, who has transformed this 

house into a tranquil country getaway, 

that frames the stark countryside of 

northeast Victoria. 

 

“It’s easy to go in to a 

project with a vision, or a 

plan- but the most exciting 

attribute to this house is the 

character it has, thanks to 

the Hammond family, and 

the countryside we’re sitting 

in”. 
 

 

Julie Ellery is no stranger to the world 

of interior design and architecture. Her career as a designer began in the 1980s, and 

has followed her through to now. 

 

 Julie has found herself fortunate in how she has experienced the Australian outback. 

She has been a frequent visitor and almost resident along the West Coast of Victoria, 

The sitting room, found at the entrance of the 
master bedroom of the house, complete with 
working fireplace and timber shutters. 



as well as the Victorian high plains. Now, she is based on the Mornington Peninsula, 

and, when she has the chance to slip away- Murchison.  

 

“When I first saw Murchison, it was the 

quintessential Australian home” says 

Julie, who discovered the house whilst 

driving through the countryside one day 

with a friend. “It had so much history, 

and its bone structure was filled with 

stories”. Within a year of buying the 

property, Julie had worked to transform 

the house into something that was 

homely, yet paid tribute to the Australian 

landscape it was situated in. Not to 

mention the essential history of the 

property.  

 

 

The theme for the house is essentially 

Australian, but with a slight Californian 

edge to it; something you could easily 

see hidden away in Napa Valley, as well 

as rural Victoria. It’s definitely country 

style, but it’s also very refined and 

elegant, and it’s ode to the Australian 

landscape and history is evident.  

  

 

“It’s easy to go in to a project with a 

vision, or a plan- but the most exciting attribute to this house is the character it has, 

thanks to the Hammond family, and the countryside we’re sitting in”. 

 The landscape boasts wide-open paddocks that are still during the day and night. 

Julie has planted pomegranate and walnut trees around the house, but many other 

trees having been standing for over 

one hundred years. “The landscape 

is different to many areas in 

Victoria,” says Julie, “there’s little 

shape to the horizon, what you see is 

what you get”.  

“In a way, the house is similar to 

Uluru,” says Julie, when describing 

Murchison’s location. “It’s amongst 

the Australian terrain, which is stark 

and unforgiving. And in the middle 

of all of this is a red house, similar 

to that of a red rock- it’s an ode to 

the Australian outback”. 

 

 
Views from within the main living room, surrounded by the 
lush greenery of paddocks and fruit trees. 

Natural afternoon light pouring in through the 
windows over a coffee table designed by Julie, made 
from a barn door. 



The house has been standing for over one hundred years. The original structure has 

not been altered at all. It has withstood time, and the elements of nature. The heat in 

Murchison is favourable, but also extreme: temperatures can sore into the 40s, and 

plummet below zero during winter. 

“I wanted to create a house that 

was cosy during winter, but also 

harnessed the power of the sun 

during the warmer days”. 

 

 

  “It’s a very serene 

space-  

 When you walk in you 

feel very safe”. 
 

As you walk into the breezeway, 

the feature room (and Julie’s 

favourite) in the house, you can see 

just how powerful the sun can be. 

“It’s a very serene space- when 

you walk in you feel very safe”. 

The breezeway and many other 

rooms showcase high ceilings and 

wide floor plans, but are filled with 

natural light that beams through 

windows on opposite sides of the 

house.  

 

“The breeze way is my favourite 

room in the entire house”, says Julie. “There is so much history in this room… the 

original family would sit here during the summer, and store food in here because it 

was so much cooler than the rest of the house”.  

 

The redbrick that scale 

the walls are original, as 

is the concrete floor. 

Large windows fill the 

doorways on either side 

of the room, which can 

be opened and filled 

with a summer breeze. 

 

 

The breezeway is the 

middle ground of the 

house. In the top end, is 

an open kitchen and 

living room, with “It’s a 

The iconic breezeway, facing out into one of the many 
paddocks surrounding Lynden Farm. 

A yellow warhorse sculpture made from metal, alongside a few of the 
interiors located within the breezeway. 



light airy space that see’s from wide side 

of the house to the other”.  

 

The interiors boast denim and soft orange 

and red hues that “mirror the soil” that is 

found in this part of Victoria.  

 

Julie has designed much of the furniture 

throughout the entire house, including a 

table made from the original floorboards 

in the house, measuring to be three metres 

long. “It’s the perfect table for 

entertaining, or reading a book or the 

paper in the natural daylight”. 

 

 

On the other side of the breezeway, is a 

hall that flanks off into three guest 

bedrooms, one bathroom, and a master 

bedroom with its own en-suite and 

sitting room. The long hallway is 

decorated with Julie’s private art 

collection, which pays homage to 

Australia’s landscape, wildlife, and 

history. Indigenous artists, such as 

Bessie Liddle and Willy Tjungurrayi, 

have made much of the art throughout 

the house.  

 

 

All the rooms feature hand-made 

wooden shutters, that open up to views 

of green pastures or fruit trees, and dark 

timber fence railing. Each bedroom has 

an original or mid-century chandelier 

hanging from the four-meter ceilings.  

 

The standout feature from our visit was 

a deep-oval shaped bathtub in bone 

white, located in the main bathroom of 

the house. It has been strategically 

placed towards the middle of the room, 

but right in front of a large window, that 

overlooks the bright green pastures of 

one of the many paddocks and Lynden farm. 

“It’s incredibly private, and tranquil. You 

feel at one with nature, and can enjoy the 

serenity of the Victorian landscape”. 

 

Archway from the breezeway into the kitchen and 
main living area of the house. 

A glimpse into the master bedroom’s en suite. 



 

 

Murchison was bought with the intention of one day becoming home for Julie and 

her family, where they can seek refuge from the business of the city, yet feel safe in 

the rural outback. The house is a result to years of experience and a unique and serene 

sense of style. Every element within and without the house pays tribute to the 

landscape in which it is situated within. As you enter and walk through the house, you 

can feel and see its history, which has been either framed or brought forward due to 

Julie’s vision for the property and house. Most pieces of furniture have been made 

from recycled materials from the original homestead, such as timber dining tables and 

doors, as well as exposed brick for the walls.  

 

Julie’s overarching vision was the encapsulate a sense of the Australian outback and 

history, whilst also creating a space that allows you to escape for a while, but feel at 

home all the same. 
 
 
 
 


